- ters from the churches were read, the contents of which 


churches of Asia, would he not bave many things 


of the churches are certainly in a low and discou- 


The promise of the Spirit the ered encourage-~ 
ment in promoting the Gospel. 


THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER 


FROM THE | a 


“MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 


‘BAPTIST CHURCHES 


OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled at Luton, June 12, 13, 14, 
’ 1810. 


Maintaining the important doctrines of three equal persons in the 
God-head; eternal and personal election ; original sin; particular re- 
demption; free justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; 
efficacious grace in regeneration : be- 
lievers ; the resurrection of the dead; the future judgment ; the eter- 
nal happiness of the righteous, and everlasting ot we. of such as die 
im with the congregational egder of the churches, iaviolably 
Ze the several Churches they 


‘Meeting at Loscoe, and Swanwick, shire ; Sutton-Ashfield, 
Coltingham, Newark-upon-Trent, and Nottingham 

shire Burton-upon- Trent, Staffordshire; Sheepshead, Leicester, Sut- 
ton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leicestershire; Oakham, 
Ratland; Spalding, Lincolnshire ; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsborough, 
Brauasion, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugbrook, Bray- 

_ brook, and Northampton, Northamptonshire; Olney, Fenny-Strat- 
ford, and Ivinghoe, Buckinghamsbire ; Dunstable, and Luton, Bed- 
fordshire; and St. Albans, Hertfordshire. 


Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


_ JBEING met at the time and place jaliad the let- 


furnished matter for both apres and praise. Some 


_Faging state; nor aré we without our @pprehensions 
that there are causes for the blessing of the Lord 
being thus withheld. If the Son of God, whose eyes 
are flames of fire, were to address us as he did the 
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_ against us? We wish every church carefully to look 

‘into its own condition, and every minister seriously 

: to review his life and doctrine. The manner in which 

d we have of late been humbled by certain disgrace 
ful examples, calls loudly for such self-examination. 

On the other hand, our meeting was as comfortable 
as the painful situation of the church.where we as- 
~ gembled would admit. Several of the churches ap- 

| peared to be prosperous in the best sense of the 

word : may their number be increased, and the cause 

of God enlarged in every direction! 

| _ In our last public Letter, we addressed you on the 

" ~ work of the Hol y Spirit: in this we would direct your 

‘attention to the promise of the Spirit as the grand en- 
cotiragement in promoling the spread of the Gospel. 

take, for granted that the spread of the Gospel 
is the grand hiject of your desire. Without this it 
will be hard to prove that you are christian churches. 
An agreement in a few favourite opinions, or on one 
side of a disputed subject, or even a disagreement 
with others, will often induce men to form themselves 
into religious societies, and to expend mach zeal, 

- and mach property in accomplishing their objects ;— 

‘but this is not christianity. We may be of. what is 
called a scct, but we must not be of a sectarian spirit, 
‘seeking only the promotion of a party. The true 
churches of Jesus’ Christ travel in birth for the salva-— 
tion of men. They are the armies of the Lamb, the 
grand object of whose existence is to extend the Re- 
deemer’skingdom. 

About eighteengyears ago, God put it into the hearts 

of a number of your ministers anel members to do 

_ something for his name among the heathen; the effect 

of whic? has been to give an impulse to those labours 

. for the attainment of the same object in our several — 

| Stations athome. The success which has followed is 

suflicient to induce us to press forward in the work, 
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_and to search after every direction and every conside- 

ration that may aid our progress. 

_ The influence of the Holy Spirit is by some dise 

owned, by others abused, and even those who are the 

subjects of it, from various causes, enjoy much less of 
it than might be expected. 

Those who disown it apply all that is said in the 
scriptures on the subject to the communication of mi- 
raculous and extraordinary gifts, as though the Lord 
had long since forsaken the earth, and men were now 
to be converted by the mere influence of moral suasion. 
It is on this principle that writers, according to the 
Jeaning which they have felt towards the opinions of 
this or that political party, have represented the work 
of converting the heathen as cither extremely easy, 
or absolutely impossible. It is not for us to acquiesce. 
in either; but while we despair of success from mere 
human efforts, to trust in him who when sending forth 
his servants to teach all nations, promised to be with 
them ‘‘ to the end of the world.” 

There are those, on the other hand, who abuse the 
doctrine by converting it into an argument for sloth 
and avarice. God can convert sinners, say they, 
when he pleases, and without any exertions, or contri- 
butions of our’s. Yes, he can; and probably he will. 


Deliverance will arise from other quarters, and they | 


who continue in this spirit will be destroyed! 

Even those in whom the Spirit of God is, enjoy 
much less of it than might be expected; and this 
principally for want of the things which were stated in 
our letter of last year; namely, setting a proper value 
upon it, seeking it with fervent prayer, placing an en- 
tire dependence upon it, and maintaining a deport- 


ment suitable to it. In proving therefore that the pro- 


_ mise of the Holy Spirit is the grand encouragement in 
promoting the spread of the Gospel, we have not 
- merely to oppose the adversaries of the doctrine, but 
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to instruct and impress the minds of its friends. With 
these ends in view let us recommend to your conside- 
ration the following remarks. 

First, The success of God’s cause under the Old 
Testament was considered by believers in those days 
as depending entirely upon God.—God had a cause in 
the world from the earliest ages, and this it was which 
interested the hearts of his servants. It was for the 
setting up of his spiritual kingdom in the world that 
he blessed the seed of Abraham, and formed them in- 
to a people. This was the work thgt he carried on 
from generation to generation amongst them. When 
therefore sentence was passed on the people who came 
up out of Egypt, that they should die in the wilder- 
ness, Moses, who on that occasion seems to have writ- 
ten the Ninetieth Psalm, was deeply concerned, lest 
in addition to temporal judgments the Lord should 
withdraw from them his Holy Spirit. ‘* Let thy 
work (saith he) appear unto thy servants, and thy glo- 
ry unto their children; and let the beauty of Jeho- 
vah our God be upon us; and establish theu the work 


of our hands upon us: the‘work of our hands establish 


thou it.”* It is worthy of notice that this prayer was 
answered. Though the first generation fell in the wil- 
derness, yet the labours of Moses and his companions 
were blessed to the second. These were the most de- 
voted to God of any-generation that Israel ever saw. 
It was of them that the Lord said, ‘‘ I remember thee, 
the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, 
when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land 
that was mot sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord, 
and - the- first-fruits of his increase.”’+' It was them 
that Balaam could not curse, but though desirous of 
the wages of ufrighteousness, was compelled to fore- 
go them, and his curse turned into a blessing. We 


* Ps. xc. 16, 17. + Jer, ii, 2, 3. 


are taught by this case amidst temporal calamities and 
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_burnt, and the people reduced to slavery in a foreign 


judgments, in w>’ xr earthly hopes may be in a 
manner exting.......u, to seek to have the loss repaired 


by spiritual blessings. If God’s work does but-appear - 


to us and our posterity after us, we need not be dis-' 
mayed at the evils which afflict the earth. 

Similar remarks might be made on the state of the 
church at the captivity. When the temple was 


land, it must seem as if the cause of God in the world 
would goto ruin, Hence the prayer of Habakkuk, 
“O Lord, I have heard thy speech and was afraid. 
O Lord, revive; or preserve alive thy work in the 
midst of the: years: in the midst of the years make 
known, in wrath remember mercy.”* This prayer al- 


‘so was answered. The work of God did not suffer, 


but was promoted by the captivity. The church was 
purified, and the world, beholding the divine interpo- 
sition, acknowledged “‘ The Lord hath done great 
things for them.” 

After the return of the captives, they went about to 
rebuild the templé ; but they had many adversaries, 
and no military force to protect them. On this occa- 
sion the prophet Zechariah, (who with Haggai stood 
to strengthen the builders) had a vision, He saw and 
behold ‘* a candlestick, all of gold, with a bowl upon 
the top of it; and his seven lamps thereon; and seven 


pipes to the seven lamps; and two olive trees on each 


side of the bowl, which through the golden pipes 


emptied the golden oil out of themselyes.””. On in-. 


quiring of the. angel, what these meant? he was’ an- 
swered, “‘ This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubba- 


bel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my: 


Spirit, saith the Lord:of Hosts,’’—As if he had said, 


This vision contains.a_message of encouragement to 
Zerubabbel, the purport of which ‘is, Not by army 


or by power, &c : for like as the candlestick is sup- 
plied without the hand of man, so God will prosper | 


Hab. 2. 
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his cause, not by worldly power or armies, but by his 
gracious influence and super! ‘providence. 
Here also a lesson is taught us, not to wait for legal 

or even toleration before we endeavour to 
introduce the Gospel into.a country ; but engage in 
_ the work, trusting in God, not énly to succeed our la- 
bours, but, while acting on christian principles, either 
to give us favour in the eyes of those with whotn we 
have to do, or strength to endure the contrary. 

Farther, The success’ of the Gospel in the times of 
the Apostles is ascribed to the influence of the Holy 
_ Spirit, as its first or primary cause. That the truth of 
the doctrine, and even the manner in which it was de- 
livered, contributed as second causes to its success, is 
allowed. Sach appears to be the meaning of Acts xiv. . 
1. ‘* They so spake that a great multitude believed.” 
But if we look to either of these as the first cause, we 
‘shall be unable to account for the little suecess of our 
Lord’s preaching when compared with that of his 
Apostles.. He spake as never man spake ; yet com- 
. pared with them he laboured’ in vain, and spent his — 
strength for’ nought afd in vain. It is the Holy 


Spirit ‘the difference ‘is ascribed. They did 


greater works than rae because, as he said, “I go to 
the Father.” 

In promising to be with his disciples to the end of 
the world, he could refer to no other than his spiritual 
presence ; to this therefore he taught them to look for 
encoutagement. To this cause the success of the 
Apostles’ is uniformly ascribed—‘‘ The hand of the 
Lord waé with them, and a’great number believed, 
and turned 40 the Lord—God always eauseth us — 
to triumph -in Christ, and niaketh manifest the savour 
of his knowledge by us in every place—The Lord 
opened the heart of Lydia, and she attended unto 
the things which were spoken of Paul—The weapons 
‘of our warfare are mighty through Ged to the pulling 
down of strong holds.* 
Acts ii, 21, @ Cor. ii. Actsxvi. 14. 2 Cor. x, 4. 
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-. The great success which prophecy gives us to expect 
in the latter days is ascribed to the same cause. Upon 
the land of my people shall be thorns and briars— 
@ until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high. 
“Then the er be a fruitful field, and that 
which had been hitherto considered as a fruitful mene 
would be counted a forest.* — 

[f the success of the Gospel were owing ave the pli- 

ability of the people, or any preparedness, natural or 
acquired for receiving 1t, we might have expected it 

to prevail most in those places which were the-most _ 
distinguished by their morality, and most cultivatedim, 2 
their minds and manners. But the fact was, that in 
Corinth, a sink of debauchery, God had *‘ much peo- . 
ple ;”” whereas in Athens, the seat of polite literature, 
there were only a few individuals who embraced the 
truth. Nor this the greatest display of the free- 
ness of the Spirit: Jerygalem, which had not only _ 

withstood‘ the preaching and miracles of the Lord, 

. but had actually put him to death—Jerusalem hawk 
at the pouring out of his Spirit; and not merely the * 
common people, but “‘ a great company of the ropa | 
were obedient to the faith.” 

To the above may be added, the experience (eas 
those whose ministry has been most blessed to a. | 
turning of sinners to God. Men of light and specu- 

lative minds, whose preaching produces scarcely any 
fruit, will go about to account for the renewal of the 
mind by the established laws of nature : but they who ‘ 
see most of this change among their hearers, see most 
of God in it, and have been always ready to subscribe 
to the truth of our Lord’s words to Peter, ‘‘ Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
who is in heaven.” 

From this brief statement of the evidence of the. 
doctrine, we shall only add a few remarks to enforce. 


the Aish of faith i in your endeavours to ies 
* Isai. xxxii, PY 
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the Gospel both at home and abroad. This is the na- 
tural consequence of the doctrine. If all our help be 


in God, to him it becomes us to look for success. It 


was from a prayer-meeting held in an upper room, 
that the first christians descended, and commenced 
that notable attack on Satan’s kingdom in which three 
thousand fell before them. When Peter was impri- 


. soned, prayer was made without ceasing of the church 


> 


_fakings for spreading the Gospel among the heathen 


we had been more sensible of our dependence on the 
_ Holy Spirit, and more importunate in our prayers, we 


unto God for him. When liberated by the angel in 


the dead of night, he found his brethren engaged in 
this exercise. Ii-was in prayer that the late under- 


originated. We have seen ‘success enough attend 
them to encourage us to go forward ; and probably if 


should haye seen much more. The prayer of faith 
falls not to the ground. If we have not, it is because 


We ask not; or if we ask, and receive not, it is because 


we ask amiss. Joash smote thrice upon ,the ground 
and stayed, by which he cut short his victories. 
Something analagous to this may be the cause of our 
having no more success than we have. 


~ Consider, brethren, the dispensation under which 


we live. We are under the kingdom of the Messiah, 


fitly called ‘‘ the ministration of the Spirit,” because 
_. the richest effusions of the Holy Spirit are reserved 


namely, to’glorify his Sen. 


_ pensation is coming to God in a good time. 


for his reign, and great accessions to the church from 
amongst the Gentiles ordained to grace his triumphs. 
It was fit that the death of Christ should ‘be followed 
by the out-pouring of the Spirit, that it might appear 


_ to be what it was, its proper effect; amd that which 


was seen in the days of Pentecost was but an earvest — 
of what is yet to come.. To pray under such a dis- 
In asking 
for the success of the Gospel, we ask that of the Fa- 
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Finally, Compare the current language of prophecy 
with the state of things in the world, and in the 


church. In whatever obscurity the minutia of future | 


events may be involved, the events themselves are 
plainly revealed. We have seen the four monarchies, 
or preponderating powers, described by Daniel as 
successively ruling the world; namely, the Babylo- 


nian, the Persian, the Macedonian, and the Roman, . 


We have seen the last subdivided into ten kingdoms, 
and the little Papal horn growing up amongst them. 
We have seen the saints of the Most High worn out for 
_ more than a thousand years by his persecutions. We 
have seen his rise, his reig®, and, in a considerable 
_ degree, his downfall. ‘* The judgmentis set, and they 
have begun to *‘ take away his dominion ;” and will 


goon ‘* to consume and to destroy it unto the end.”’ — 
And when this is accomplished, ‘* the kingdom and do- — 


minion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High. * It is not improbable that ‘* the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel when he shall 
begin to sound,” have already commenced; which 
voice while it ushers in the vials or seven last plagues 
upon the anti-christian powers, is to the church a sig- 
 nalof prosperity : for the seventh angel having sound- 
ed, voices are heard in heaven, saying, ‘* The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever.”’+ The glorious things spoken of the clrurch 
are not all ‘confined to the days of the millenium : 
many of them will go before it, in like manner as the 
victorious days of David went before the rest, or pa- 
cific reign of Solomon, and ‘prepared its way. Pre- 
vious to the fall of Babylon, an angel is seen flying in 


the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to 
_ preach to them that dwell on the earth ;¢ and before — 


Dan. vii, 26,27, + Rev. x,7. xi. 4,15. Rev, xiv. 6-8, 
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that terrible conflict in which the beast and the false 
prophet are taken, the Son of God is described as 
riding forth on a white horse, and the armies of hea- 
ven as following him. The final ruin of the anti-chris- 
tian cause will be brought upon itself by its opposition 
to the progress of the Gospel.* 

. The sum is, that the time for the promulgation of 
the Gospel is come; and if attended to in a full de- 
pendence on the promise of the Spirit, it will no doubt 
be successful. The rough places in its way are 
smoothing, that all flesh may see the salvation of God. 
The greatest events pertaining to the kingdom of hea- 
ven have occurred in sucl a way as to escape the ob- 
servation of the unbelieving world, and it may be of 
some believers. It was so at the coming of our Lord, 
and probably will be so in much that is before us. If 
we look at events only with respect to instruments, se- 
cond causes, and political bearings, we shall be filled 
with vexation and disquictude, and shall come within 
the sweep of that awful threatening, ‘‘ Because they 
regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
his hands, he will destroy them and not build them 
up.” But if we keep our eye on the kingdom of 
God, whatever become of the kingdoms of this world, 
we shall reap advantage from every thing that passeth 
before us. God in our times is shaking the heavens 
and the earth: but there are things which cannot be 
shaken. Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom which 
canrot be moved, let us have grace whereby we may 
serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. 


Signed in behalf of the Association, 
JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moperaror. 


* Rev, xix. 11, 15—19. 
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BREVIATES. 


Tuesday evening, vi. Brother Sutcliff began with 
rayer; after which he was chosen Moderator. The 


rs from the churches were read. A Ictteralso was — 


read from the church recently formed at Newark-upon- 
Trent, reqnesting an admission into this association, 
which was readily granted. Brother Fudler then con- 
cluded with prayer. — 

Wednesday morning, vi. Met for prayer. The 
brethren Clarke, Coles, Burditt, Jarvis, and Cuttriss, 


were engaged. 

, half-past x. Assembled for 
ublic worship. Brother Smith, of Burton-upon- 
rent, began with prayer ; brother Nicholls, of Col- 

lingham, preached from Isai. liii. 10. 
the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand; bro- 
ther Jarman prayed. Brother Fuller preached from 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith; prove your own selves: know ye not 
your owt selves, how that Jesus Christ is.in you, ex- 
_ cept ye be reprobates? Brother Heighion closed 
with prayer. 

After dinner, the Circular Letter, drawn up by bro- 
ther Fuller, was read, and approved. — ; 
evening, vi. Met again for public 
worship. Brother Cor prayed. Brother Swtcliff 
preached from Rom. xiii. 11. And that, knowing 
the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 


sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than whenwe . 


believed—and concluded with prayer. 


Public worship being ended, the ministers and mes- _ 


: sengers stop for business. Having read’ several 
letters, sent them by the church at Loscoe, which had 


pan between that church and the church at Noiting- © 
a 


m, relative to the former having invited an excluded 
member of the latter to preach to them, they are con- 
strained to disapprove of such conduct as utterly in- 
consistent with the duty of churches in professed com- 
munion, one towards another. ; 

Thursday morning, vi. After sing! g and prayer, 
the pastors of the churches gave a brief account of their 
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— exercises devine the past year. The business of the 
Association Fund was settled. The next AGsociation 
to be held at Oakham, on the Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in Whitsun week, Isli. The io Smith, 
 — Burton-upon-Trent, and Hall, of Leicester, to 
preach. Put up at the Crown. 


The next year’s Circular Letter to be on 
with God: brother Jarman to write it. 


a State of the Churches since the last Association. 
etter. ...... Diminished 3 By dismision... 11 
By exclusion... 24 
“136 79 
Giger Increase 57. | 
t MINISTERS’ MEETINGS. 
Kerrentne, Tuesday............ October 2. 
Warcrive, Wednesday..... .....October 3. 
Nortuamreron, Tuesday ......... December 4. 


and Cuipstonr, in Easter week, as usual. 


Sold by W. Button, 24, and J. pens 60, Paternaster 
Row, London, 


Fuller’s Dialogues and Letters, 3s. 6d. 

Strictares on Sandemanianism. In twelve Letters 
toa Friend. Price 3s.. 6d. 

Motives to Gratitude, an address delivered at the meeting- 
house in Eagle Street, London, on the Fiftieth Anniver- ; 
oes of his Majesty’s Accession, by Joseph Ivemey, 

riceZs. | 

The Advantages of Knowledge to the Lower Classes, a ’ 


Sermon preached at Hervey Lane, Leicester, by Robert 
Hall, A. Is. 


Believers’ Baptism Defended. By J. Jarman. 6d. | 
Periodical Accounts relative to ‘the Baptist Missionary _ 
Society, No. 20. Price Is. 6d 


Printed by J. Haboon, iz, i@, Tabernacle Walk, London. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER, 


FROM THE 


MINIS TERS AND MESSENGERS 


(OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 


‘adi NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 


1811, 
the important doctrines of three equal tanh, 


tification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacio 
perseverance 


die impenitent; with the congregational erder of 


and peace fom God our Father, nd fom 
the kind and watehfal of 
God, we were permitted to hold our annual meeting in 
peace. The tidings from the churches in general, were of a 
encouraging nature than for several years 
many of them appear to POS A of 
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